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Lincoln Hill Loop
Start and parking: Dale End car park (Pay & Display)
Distance: 5km / 3 miles • Time: 2 hours 
Walk Grade: Medium/Strenuous

Introduction
Welcome to ‘Nature Walks in The Gorge Parish’ – three varied walks which take 
you into some of the lesser known, yet still special and scenic locations in this 
nature rich World Heritage Site. Following the routes in this guide will take 
you through some marvellous woodland locations, past picturesque pools 
and historic watercourses, to and from some breathtaking viewpoints, and 
through a wide mix of habitats where natural splendour abounds. Whether 
strolling through expanses of wildflower meadows, trekking through the 
trees, or pausing to take in breathtaking views away from the main tourist 
trails, we hope this booklet will help you see for yourself, and learn a little 
more about, our rich and varied local flora and fauna.      

Public Footpaths and other Rights of Way are often the best, and healthiest, 
way of exploring a location, and there are over one hundred different routes 
in the Ironbridge Gorge alone! In designing this guide, we have tried to use 
parts of this invaluable network wherever possible and we hope that this 
small sample will encourage further exploration and appreciation.

This booklet is suitable for locals and visitors alike – young and old, and 
provides an introduction and a key, to the riches on our doorstep. We hope 
that you will find this booklet enjoyable and easy to use, and that you will 
encourage friends and family to visit and revisit some of the lovely locations 
featured here. This is just a taster, there are many other miles of footpaths to 
explore and appreciate on future ‘Nature Walks’.

We hope you enjoy them as much as we do!

The South Telford Rights of Way Partnership, January 2012

Walk route
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3Cover photo: Banded Demoiselle damselfly, Buildwas (Alec Connah)
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4 5

take a tight turn to the left and follow 
the path until you reach a wooden 
kissing gate.

In spring and summer the leaves on the 
trees are at their finest. Many shapes and 
sizes of leaves can be seen. Sometimes 
there is only a subtle difference between 
species such as serrations on the leaf 
edge or length of leaf stalk. How many 
different species can you make out 
simply by noting different leaf patterns? 
Also take note of the bark on the trees 
and look for differences in colour 
and texture. Along the path there are 
occasional opportunities to view the 
wider landscape. Animals such as birds, 
some mammals, and winged insects can 
cross this landscape making use of the 
different habitats. However, some species 
are restricted to specific habitats due to 
requirements for certain food sources 
or their inability to move over distance. 
Listen carefully for movement in the leaf 
litter on the ground as small mammals 
including Common Shrew and Wood 
Mouse search for food.

5
Go through the wooden kissing 
gate and head for the road ahead. 

Take care as you cross the road and 
follow the stone surfaced track directly 
ahead passing to the side of a metal 
field gate. Follow the track keeping the 
woodland edge to your left.

Having left the cover of trees for the 
time being the route is now much 
lighter with more sunlight reaching 
ground level. Throughout spring and 
summer the track edges burst into life 
with plants quickly taking advantage of 
the main growing seasons. The flowers 
of plants such as Bramble and umbellifer 
species are prime sites for watching 
insects feeding during warmer weather. 
The woodland known as Dale Coppice is 
now on the left and to the right is a hedge 
against the boundary of a cemetery. 
Such situations allow the movement of 
some animals along “wildlife corridors”. 

Predation is a large risk in the life of 
some species and travelling across open 
space can be particularly hazardous. 
The corridor or tunnel effect of hedges 
and woodland edges affords a level of 
protection for vulnerable species whilst 
travelling between favoured habitats.

6
Further along the track and past 
the cemetery there is a significant 

area of open grassland. Enter via the 
kissing gate and stick to the path 
heading to the left. Follow this path 
through the grassland as it hugs the 
woodland to the left ignoring any 
right turns.

This area is known as Rough Park and is 
managed by Telford & Wrekin Council. 
Through summer a blaze of colour is 
evident amongst the grasses where 
wildflowers bloom. Contrasting with 
the green leaves there are pink, blue, 
yellow, and white flowers to be found if 
you look closely. Several members of the 
pea family can be found here including 
clovers, vetches, and Bird’s-foot-trefoil. 
The familiar yellow glossy flowers of 
buttercups reflect the sunlight and dance 
on leggy stalks in the breeze. The flower 
spikes of abundant Common Spotted 
Orchids and Southern Marsh Orchids can 
also be seen protruding from amongst 
the sward in June and July, when these 
marvellous wildflower meadows are at 
their best. 

7
Remain in the grassland and 
continue to follow the path as 

it sweeps to the right. You now take 
a straight route leaving the surfaced 
path and heading across the grass for 
150m along a well-worn route. Follow 
the line of wooden marker posts with 
‘Woodlands for Health’ discs attached.

The mosaic of habitat consisting of 
woodland, grassland, and scrub, is 
valuable for a number of generalist 
species including several birds. However, 

Woodlands, grasslands and 
wetlands – a rich habitat mix. 
Wild garlic and woodpeckers 
on coppice walks plus glorious 
views of the Gorge. Best in the 
spring/early summer but can be 
rewarding at any time.  

1
Leave Dale End car park 
and turn right towards The 

Wharfage. Go straight ahead along 
the pavement and pass by the small 
traffic island. Just past, and opposite, 
the Merrythought shop there is a 
road called Paradise. Cross the road 
carefully and start the climb up 
Paradise. Note that motor vehicles do 
use this road. 

Ivy can be seen covering stems of mature 
trees and provides a valuable habitat 
for wildlife such as nesting birds and 
roosting bats. A host of insects including 
bees, hoverflies, and wasps nectar on 
the Ivy when it flowers late in the year.  
Note: Ivy does not damage the trees.

2
Continue climbing and take the 
road to the right when it forks. 

Go straight ahead until you reach a ‘V’ 
stile that leads into the woodland. 

The wood that you have entered is 
called Lincoln Hill woodland and is 
managed by Severn Gorge Countryside 
Trust. A mature canopy hangs above 
you from the right and this consists of 
several tree species including Beech, 
Sycamore, Oak, Ash, and Elm. During 
May look for a parasitic plant called 
Toothwort. It lacks chlorophyll and takes 
its required nutrients from parasitism 
of Hazel and Elm roots. On your left 
are gardens which complement the 
woodland in providing a further 
diversification of habitat types.

3
The footpath is quite narrow 
and bare soil is underfoot. Keep 

walking along the track towards 
‘Church Road’.

Sounds and smells in the wood vary 
throughout the year. Ramsons (wild 
garlic) carpet the ground in April/May 
and have spikes of white flowers. Some 
plants are woodland specialists and are 
considered to be indicators of ancient 
woodland in the UK. These include 
Ramsons, Wood Anemone, and Wood-
sorrel, amongst others. 

4
As you continue to walk note 
the change in light conditions as 

you enter an area of scrub. Here the 
tree canopy has been removed and 
is regularly managed to ensure the 
overhead electricity cables are free 
from damage. Walk along wooden 
steps and a boardwalk which keep the 
path accessible in wet weather. Take 
the first tight turn to the right towards 
the ‘Rotunda’ and continue your 
ascent. Keep climbing and ignore 
the turning to the left as you pass a 
fingerpost. At the top of the slope 

Toothwort
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Mature trees dominate the woodland 
in this vicinity and Holly grows amongst 
them in the understorey. The Great 
Spotted Woodpecker utilises all levels 
of the woodland structure from ground 
to the canopy. Deadwood lying on the 
ground provides refuge for invertebrates 
which the woodpecker will prey 
upon. The woodpecker’s nest hole is 
excavated in a soft or decaying tree trunk. 
Drumming on wood can occasionally be 
heard here. However, look closely for the 
bird making the noise as it could be a 
Nuthatch breaking open a seed wedged 
in tree bark.

#
Keep on the track and continue 
to follow to the left. Climb up a 

long flight of steps and just before 
you reach an information panel on 
your left take a right turn to ‘Church 
Road’. This path goes down a slope to 
the left for about 100m passing the 
former site of an historic cottage and 
gardens. Head down a flight of steps 
and take a left on a stone surfaced 
track to the ‘Rotunda’. On this 250m 
section you will pass several wooden 

benches where you can sit, relax, and 
soak up the woodland atmosphere. 
Continue along the track and up 
steps. Follow the track ahead until 
you reach a field gate at the roadside. 
Cross the road and head back into 
Lincoln Hill wood towards ‘Rotunda 
View’.

Look closely here and you may spot 
animal tracks. Footprints including those 
of Badger and Red Fox may be visible in 
damp soil. Look carefully at the shape 
and arrangement of the pads and claws. 
Remember that domestic dogs and cats 
also travel through here so double check 
tracks and signs in field guidebooks.

$
Stay on the path and ignore 
the sharp right turn that you 

followed earlier. Continue ahead 
following the fingerposts to the 
‘Rotunda’ viewpoint. This location 
provides glorious views across 
the densely wooded slopes of the 
Ironbridge Gorge, and below to 
where the River Severn meanders 
under the famous Iron Bridge itself.

Lincoln Hill is designated as a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for its 
geology. Small fossils may occasionally 
be seen in the soil here having become 
exposed by rain and wind erosion.

%
Take the steep flight of steps 
downhill from here. At the 

bottom of the steps turn right and 
veer immediately left down further 
steps. Follow the path to the right 
heading for ‘Ironbridge’. You approach 
a row of houses with terraced 
gardens. In front of the houses take a 
sharp left as you head down Paradise 
back to The Wharfage. Take care on 
the road and at the bottom of the 
slope cross the road with care, turn 
right and head back to the car park 
and start point.

Great Spotted Woodpecker

6 7

open grassland as diverse in species as 
Rough Park is now nationally scarce. In the 
absence of grazing animals such as sheep 
or cattle the grassland can be rapidly 
encroached upon by scrub. Therefore it 
is managed through an annual ‘cut and 
collect’ mow (usually in late August) after 
the majority of the plants have flowered 
and seeded. The mowing prevents the 
grassland becoming coarse and rank, 
maintains diversity, and minimises the 
colonisation of trees and shrubs. In 
summer, listen and watch overhead for 
Skylarks here as they climb high into the 
sky singing on the wing.

8
On your right you will notice 
a steep slope (down to where 

ponds are due to be created in 2012) 
and two wooden benches. Carry on 
straight ahead towards the wooden 
marker post in front of you. About 
twenty metres before the post turn 
left and head straight across and down 
to a wooden fingerpost. Follow the 
‘Park Lane’ path turning right into the 

woods and down a 100 metre track 
which takes a sharp turn to the left as it 
descends. Continue following until you 
reach a wide flat track at the bottom.

A stream runs here and issues into a 
catchment area known as New Pool. Here 
you will find Willow and Alder trees that 
grow particularly well in wet areas and 
flourish in damp soils. Habitats alter over 
time for many reasons including climate 
change, species composition, and 
management practices. As trees mature 
and take more water from the soil they 
can significantly alter the local conditions. 
Carr habitat is an intermediate stage 
between wetland and wet woodland.

9
Continue along the track to your 
left. You will pass houses and 

gardens on the left and New Pool on 
the right. 

As you proceed, pause and watch for 
a flash of orange and blue plumage. 
Kingfishers are sometimes seen here 
catching fish such as Three-spined 
Stickleback. They dive from branches 
hanging low over the surface of the 
water. Other birds that depend on aquatic 
habitats such as Grey Heron, Moorhen, 
and Mallard can also sometimes be seen 
here. 

!
Stay on the track with the 
gardens to your left and begin 

to head downhill. Woodside Orchard 
is to your right immediately below 
New Pool. A variety of fruit trees 
are grown here. Turn left up a flight 
of steps by the house overlooking 
the orchard. You will come out on a 
single lane track called School Lane. 
Swing left and immediately right into 
Dale Coppice woodland heading for 
‘Church Road’. Now follow the path 
as you pass houses on your right. The 
path gradually bears to the left as 
you walk. 

Common Spotted Orchid
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Dale End & Strethill
Start and parking: Dale End car park (Pay & Display)
Distance: 5.5km / 3.5 miles • Time: 2-3 hours 
Walk Grade: Medium/Strenuous

Some of our longer and lesser 
known paths lead to a great mix 
of birds, wildflowers, insects 
and varied views as you explore 
a formal park, riverside strolls, 
woodland and pastures, an 
arboretum, dingles and streams 
– plus the added interest of the 
Green Wood Centre.

1
Walk by the children’s adventure 
playground on the left and follow 

the surfaced path straight ahead. At 
crossroads turn left in the direction of 
the river.

Watch for Blackbirds and their cousin 
the Song Thrush feeding on the mown 
lawns and amongst the flower beds. The 
Blackbird can sometimes be seen to tilt 
its head to listen for movement of prey in 
the soil.

2
At the river turn right and walk 
with the moving water on your 

left. Leave the surfaced track as 
it begins to lead to the right and 
continue to walk along the riverside 
across mown grass. Head for the 
rowing club building and pass the 
concrete steps heading to the water’s 
edge on the left. Walk along the 
riverside path and under a bridge. 
Remain on this path until you reach 
and pass under a second bridge 
spanning the river.

Goosanders and Dippers sometimes 
frequent this stretch of water. These birds 
dive for fish and invertebrates and can 
reappear a considerable distance from 
the point they vanished beneath the 
surface. The Dipper typically enters the 
water from a rock and scans the riverbed 
looking for prey such as Caddisfly larvae.

3
Continue walking with the river 
to your left. 

During spring and summer this area 
bursts into life with flowering plants 
of many species. Dragonflies and 
damselflies hunt for insects attracted to 
the flowers during the summer. Whilst 
at rest dragonflies hold their wings out 
flat to either side of the body whereas 
damselflies typically tuck their wings 
back in parallel to the body. Watch 
for the stunning Banded Demoiselle 
damselfly on the wing during May.

4
Overhead electricity cables 
run from the Ironbridge Power 

Station. Before reaching the second 
run of cables head to the road 
following the pavement to a kissing 
gate opposite. Cross the main road 
and pass through the steel kissing 
gate following the path ahead. Climb 
up the slope with the canopy of 
mature pine trees overhead marking 
the land boundary to the left.

Deadwood can be found on the ground 
or still standing where a tree has died. 
Many creatures use dead wood as a home 
or for food. A very fine rasping sound can 
be occasionally heard coming from a dead 
tree stem where wasps are collecting 
wood pulp to use for nest building. 

5
Follow the track through the 
woodland to a stile leading into 

fields on the right. Once in the field 
follow the track to the left as it climbs 
past the electricity pylon and towards 
a field gate in the hedgerow.

The large mounds in the field are anthills 
constructed by Meadow Ants, and 
may be many years old. Listen for the 
“laughing” call of the Green Woodpecker, 
which loves to feed on these ants!

6
Bear right and follow the 
hedgerow on your right as you 

walk. Exit the field, pass through a 
gate facing you, and head straight 
along a track with a large house to the 

8 9
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the other side. Turn right at the top of 
the steps and follow the path along a 
boardwalk until you finally emerge by 
a small pool. Continue walking straight 
ahead and leave the pool behind 
as you take to another stretch of 
boardwalk. Stay to the right as there is 
a drop on the left. Follow the surfaced 
track to the left and walk under a 
footbridge and then a viaduct arch.

The Lyde Brook carries water down to 
Upper Furnace Pool. Keep an eye out 
for primitive plants known as horsetails. 
These plants reproduce via spores rather 
than seed. Common Frogs come to breed 
in the water under the arches of the 
viaduct during spring.

#
Take the path all the way around 
the pool.

Plants growing in the margins of the pool 
include Reedmace, Great Willowherb, 
and Hemp-agrimony. Moorhens build 
their nest amongst these plants.

$
Head on to Darby Road by the 
entrance to the Coalbrookdale 

Community Centre car park. Cross the 

road and take the path to the right 
heading to the viaduct. Turn left along 
Darby Road immediately after passing 
under the viaduct. Continue straight 
ahead and up the hill having passed 
by the houses on the right. Be aware 
of traffic as there is no footpath along 
this section of road.

Having arrived back from Africa in spring, 
House Martins build their mud nests 
under the eaves of buildings such as 
the community centre. Look for spider 
webs clinging to walls. The spider usually 
resides in a sheltered spot until prey lands 
in the web.

%
Take the first right into a picnic 
site. At the benches turn left 

onto a public footpath and walk 
through the trees in parallel with 
the road. Cross the road and follow 
the signed path or road itself, both 
of which lead to the Green Wood 
Centre (new footpath section due to 
open mid 2012). Upon reaching the 
Centre buildings head straight down 
along the surfaced track and past the 
car park.

Light levels vary along this section of 
the route depending on the age and 
size of trees in the canopy (information 
regarding management of this woodland 
can be found at the Green Wood Centre). 
Bats can sometimes be seen feeding 
along the woodland edge. There are 17 
species of bat that breed in the UK and 
they all feed on insects.

&
Leave the Green Wood Centre 
grounds via the car park 

entrance. Turn left and go along the 
road and under the railway bridge 
arch. There is now a footpath to use 
on the left. Walk to the end of the 
road and turn left. Use the pedestrian 
crossing to return to the start point.On a boardwalk in Loamhole Dingle

10 11

right. Stay on the track until you pass 
a farm on the left after 200m. Take the 
track to the left and climb over the 
stile to the right which is opposite the 
farmhouse.

Watch for the Common Blue butterfly 
in the fields during summer as it 
searches for suitable plants to lay its 
eggs upon. Favoured larval food plants 
are Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Black Medick, and 
White Clover. Sparrowhawks patrol the 
hedgerows looking for their favoured 
prey of small birds. 

7
Follow the woodland path with 
a dip to the right. At the end of 

the hedgerow take a sharp turn to the 
left and continue following the field 
boundary on your left side. Climb the 
gradual slope.

Great views are afforded across the 
Shropshire landscape. Mature Beech 
and Oak trees spread their branches 
into the open to gather maximum 
sunlight. Badgers utilise both woodland 
and grassland habitats when searching 
for food. Their main food source 
is earthworms. However, they are 
omnivorous and will eat both plant and 
animal material. 

8
Remain on the woodland path 
until you see a way-marker post. 

Ignore two flights of steps and take 
the third flight to the right following 
red marker discs for the ‘South Telford 
Heritage Trail’. Go through a small 
wooden gate into the arboretum. 
Take the path ahead and go down 
a zigzag track. Take a left turning by 
a bench on the left and continue to 
follow the red marker discs. Leave 
the arboretum via an iron gate and 
walk past gardens on your right. An 
historical burial ground can be seen 
on the left with two very mature 
redwood trees reaching high into the 
sky. Go down the steps and exit the 
pathway on to Darby Road. Cross the 
road and head on to the Ropewalk 
passing by a large iron gate.  Walk 
along the stone surfaced track with a 
brick wall on your left. Pass through 
two field gates and by a small area 
of grassland known as Ropewalk 
Meadow on the right.

Unimproved grassland habitat is a rare 
sight in the UK nowadays. Ropewalk 
Meadow has escaped intensive 
agricultural practices and because of 
this supports a diverse range of plant 
species. The purple flowers of Common 
Knapweed within the meadow attract a 
host of insects from June to September.

9
Stay on the track until you see 
a bench on the right. Turn right 

here and head down the steps into 
the woodland known as Loamhole 
Dingle.

The sound of running water becomes 
louder as you head into the dingle. A 
carpet of Ramsons (wild garlic) is found 
by the brook in April and May. 

!
Cross over the wooden bridge 
and climb the wooden steps on 
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Lloyds & Crostan
Start and parking: Bedlam Furnaces car park
Distance: 3.8km / 2.4 miles • Time: 2 hours 
Walk Grade: Medium/Strenuous

A lengthy and varied route 
passing through some of the 
least explored sections of the 
Gorge. Expect wild woods, 
secret pools, green pit mounds, 
heather glades and 400 million 
year old fossils on this tour!

1
From the Bedlam Furnaces car 
park cross the main road to the 

footpath on the riverside. Turn left 
and walk along the path towards the 
Jackfield Bridge spanning the River 
Severn. Do not turn and cross over 
the bridge. Instead, cross the road at 
the corner and head along the road 
remaining on this side of the river.

Mute Swans nest on the small island in 
the middle of the river. The nest has been 
abandoned in the past due to heavy 
summer rains and the river level rising. 
A special animal found on this stretch 
of river is the Otter. Feeding on fish, 
amphibians, insects, and crustaceans, the 
Otter can be very elusive and often goes 
unseen. Their presence is given away by 
discovery of their droppings, known as 
spraints, on prominent rocks by the water.

12 13

2
Wesley Road will be seen on the 
left after 100m. Cross here and go 

through the kissing gate ahead into 
the wood. Climb the slope and follow 
the footpath. 

The Orange-tip butterfly, named so 
due to colouration of the male, can be 
seen along sunlit rides from early April. 
Females of this species actually have 
dark-grey wing tips. They lay their eggs on 
Cuckooflower (or Lady’s-smock). Watch 
for insects including butterflies, moths, 
beetles, and hoverflies. Each of these 
animals has a preferred niche within the 
wider habitat. Look for them on plants, 
trees, bare soil, and fungi. Dragonflies 
patrol on the wing hunting down other 
insects for food.

3
Remain on the stone surfaced 
path, you will pass a small pond 

in the wood to your left (the pond 
water can dry up during dry spells). 
Continue to follow the path and at the 
next junction take a left to ‘Blists Hill & 
Coalport’ signed on a fingerpost.

The pond is in a hollow with distinct 
wetland vegetation including Reedmace 
and Great Willowherb giving away its 
location. Nesting boxes can be seen on 
some trees. These are to provide hole 
nesting birds such as Blue Tit, Great Tit, 
and Pied Flycatcher, with a place to raise 
young. The boxes are important for the 
birds, as although there are many trees 
in the wood, there are few with holes for 
them to nest in naturally. During summer 
the path is flanked by the dangling 
flower-spikes of Pendulous Sedge. 
Smaller male flowers grow at the top of 
the spike above the larger female flowers. 
This plant grows well here in the damp 
clay soils of Lloyds Coppice. Alder trees 
also grow particularly well here in the 
damp soils.

4
Pass the steps to the left and 
continue towards ‘Coalport Looking towards Jackfield Bridge
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These fields are known collectively as 
Lloyds Meadow. They are left to grow 
as a traditional hay meadow with hay 
harvested in July/August each year. 
Several butterfly species including 
Meadow Brown, Peacock, and Large 
White can be found here during summer. 
Speckled Wood butterflies favour more 
shaded conditions and are often seen in 
glades and on the woodland edge.

8
Once in the woods, known as 
The Crostan, turn left and head 

downhill to ‘Wesley Road’. A bench 
is located on the right of the track 
further down slope. Turn right at the 
bench and venture into a glade full of 
mature heather.

The heather is covered in purple flowers 
in August. Scots Pine trees surround 
the glade and provide an evergreen 
backdrop to this locally rare heathland 
habitat. Slow Worm and Common 
Lizard can sometimes be seen here 
basking in the sunshine amongst the 
heather. Both species give birth to live 
young rather than laying eggs as many 
other reptiles do.

9
Retrace your steps back to the 
bench. Head downhill and exit 

the wood onto a surfaced road. The 
road is quite steep and can be slippery 
underfoot. Sweep to the left and 
continue downwards towards more 
houses. Turn right down a narrow 
public footpath immediately before 
a small resident’s car park. Pause for 
a moment here, and prepare to step 
back millions of years in time!

Geological formations in Shropshire are 
world famous for their diversity. Fossils can 
be seen right here on this part of the walk. 
They are to be found not in the soil but 
as part of the limestone building blocks 
of a garden wall. As you head down the 
narrow path look at the wall immediately 
to your right. Within the locally quarried 

rock a stunning display of crinoids and 
lamp shells can be seen. 

!
As you descend, use the handrail 
for support if necessary as the 

path can be steep and slippery. At the 
bottom you will see Jackfield Bridge 
once again. Cross the road and turn 
right heading back to the start point.

Fossils

Road’. The track levels out and leads 
straight until sweeping to the left. 
At the end of the straight section, 
and to the right of the path, there is 
a veteran Sweet Chestnut tree with 
several stems.

This tree is considered to be a veteran 
meaning that it is very old for its species. 
It would take several people with arms 
outstretched to measure the girth of the 
trunk. The leaves of the Sweet Chestnut 
have a distinctive shape and a serrated 
edge almost like that of a circular saw. 
Look on the ground and you will find 
leaves having fallen during the previous 
autumn. Sweet Chestnut is a tree species 
traditionally used in coppicing – a 
management method whereby the tree 
is cut down to encourage new growth. 
This growth is harvested after several 
years and used for charcoal burning, 
walking sticks, and beanpoles etc.

5
Having viewed the veteran 
Sweet Chestnut, take the 

small loop to the left past the 
remains of an old ice house. Take 
the steps to the right of the track 
heading to ‘Blists Hill & Coalport’. 
Climb the steps and follow the 
path ahead. The path eventually 
reaches a crossroads. Take the steps 
immediately ahead and climb up 
to, and through, a wooden kissing 
gate by a field where horses graze.

Have you noticed dark lumps on any of 
the trees? These are fruiting bodies of the 
fungus Daldinia concentrica commonly 
referred to as King Alfred’s cakes or cramp 
balls. The fungus grows on Ash trees. Wild 
Service Tree is a relatively rare species yet 
it can be found in this wood. The leaves 
are distinct in shape and resemble a 
flame when red in autumn. Look for the 
mature tree, and saplings, alongside the 
flight of steps up to the field.

6 Follow the soil surfaced path up 
the slope keeping the fence line 

on your left. Keep walking on this 
path for approximately 600m until 
you reach another field.

Tree roots are exposed and can be seen 
spreading out across the soil surface. 
The root system gives stability to the 
tree as well as providing nutrients in the 
form of food, water, and minerals. There 
are some Horse Chestnut trees growing 
here. This is the tree species which 
produces conkers. During winter/early 
spring prior to leaf burst try examining 
the large buds, the stickiness of which 
is one of the characteristics used to 
identify this species.

7
Cross the field in a straight 
line and aim for the gap in 

the mature hedgerow to the left. 
Another field is met and is crossed 
heading down slope towards the 
woodland in the near distance. On 
clear days there are great views 
from here down to Buildwas and 
beyond.

Wild Service Tree
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Glossary
Chlorophyll: The green substance 
in plants that allows them to use 
energy from the sun.

Invertebrate:  An animal with no 
spine e.g. earthworm, midge.

Parasite: An animal or plant that 
lives on or in another animal or 
plant of a different type and feeds 
from it.

Sward: A lawn or meadow.


