
The Telford Access to Nature Partnership received 
funding from the Access to Nature Programme, between 

2009-13, which is run by Natural England and is part 
of the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme 

launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy 
and improve their local environments.

Dothill and Beanhill Valley is one of the largest 
areas of green space open to the public in 
north-west Telford. Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
classes it as a ‘Wildlife Site’ and the location is 
a proposed Local Nature Reserve. 

The area has medieval origins going back to 
Dothill Manor and a 1626 plan shows a large 
house with outbuildings. The last remnants of 
this were demolished in the 1960s and there 
is little to be seen on the site today other than 
the remains of an old moat to the south of the 
nearby primary school and a few sections of 
old low walls. 

Today, nature has reclaimed much of 
the old estate and a network of paths link 
a mosaic of wildlife habitats, including: 
ponds, lakes, streams, swamp, grassland, 
scrub, woodland and old hedgerows. Survey 
work by Shropshire Wildlife Trust and local 
volunteers has revealed a great variety of 
wildlife here. Recorded thus far are 82 species 
of birds, reports of up to six species of bats, 
and a rich mix of amphibians, wild-flowers 
and invertebrates. Some of the highlights 
found here include birds such as the rare and 
secretive Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and 
the splendid Shoveler duck, beautiful wild-
flowers such as Common Spotted Orchid and 
Yellow Rattle and protected species of newts 
and bats. 

The observant (bring binoculars if you 
have them) walker may be lucky enough 
to encounter more species during a long or 
short stroll around this special location. See 
our Top Ten list for reference – though this is 
just a taster!
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Code of conduct: 

Please do not drop litter – use litter bins 
where provided.

To avoid disturbing wildlife please keep to 
designated paths where possible.

Do not pick wildflowers.

Contact details/further information: 
www.tgsp.org.uk



Welcome to Dothill and Beanhill Valley, a 
haven for wildlife and walkers only minutes 
from the centre of Wellington. This leaflet will 
tell you a little more about the locality and show 
you the main footpaths you can use for further 
exploration; and where they start and finish. You 
may see a lot of this site during a ninety minute 
stroll, but as is often the way, the more time you 
spend exploring, or waiting patiently at certain 
points, the more you are likely to observe. 

You can use this guide at any time of year, 
though the best months for wildflowers, 
butterflies and freshwater wildlife are generally 
April – September. Don’t forget that the 
footpaths leading to, from, and around this site 
are also part of a much wider network of routes 
– so from here you are within reach of Apley 
Woods and Pool, the long distance Silkin Way 
path (keen walkers or cyclists can follow this 
route all the way to Coalport), and to many other 
areas of the ‘countryside on your doorstep’.
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Dothill ‘Top Ten’ species list:

1. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
(Bird)

2. Common Spotted Orc
hid (Wildflower)

3. Shoveler duc
k (Bird)

4. Great Crested Newt (Amphibian)

5. Noctule bat 
(Mammal)

6. Hedgehog (M
ammal)

7. Grass Snake (Reptile)

8. Yellow Rattle (Wildflower)

9. Great Spotted Woodpecker 
(Bird)

10. Small Tortoiseshell (Butterfly)
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Lesser Spotted Woodpecker at Tee Lake

Contains Ordnance Survey data 
© Crown copyright and database right 2012


