
The Telford Access to Nature Partnership received 
funding from the Access to Nature Programme, between 

2009-13, which is run by Natural England and is part 
of the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme 

launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy 
and improve their local environments.

Whilst walking along Station Road and gazing 
up at the banks of vegetation, it is difficult to 
imagine that the area known as The Brandlee 
was once heavily mined. A railway ran across 
the site and large brickworks operated close 
by. In Old English, a ‘lee’ or ‘ley’ as part of a 
place name usually meant a clearing in the 
forest. Brandlee and Dawley would have been 
early examples of this kind of settlement 
carved out of the original Wrekin Forest. 

The mines here were mainly for clay 
extraction and were active from as early 
as 1737, when five pits were being worked. 
One pit mined coal and fireclay in 1908 and 
remained open until 1957, featuring the last 
steam operated winding engine to work in 
Shropshire (see photo). 

But as is often the way, nature, if it gets the 
chance, will step in and start to recolonise 
and reclaim even the most heavily exploited 
locations, and The Brandlee is a good 
example of this. A stroll around the footpaths 
here provides access to an array of habitats 
including grassland, scrubland, woodland, 
pond and swamp. Take a look at the great 
variety of wildflowers, trees, birds, insects and 
other wildlife that now make this place their 
home (bring binoculars if you have them). See 
our Top Ten list for reference – though this is 
just a taster!

The Friends of The Brandlee group help look 
after this site and lead occasional guided 
walks – they may be contacted online at  
www.brandleefriends.iamatog.net

Enjoy your walking!

Written by Alec Connah and Andrew Cutts. 
Cover photo by Alec Connah, Winding Engine by Ivor Brown
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The Brandlee 
Walks around the countryside  

on your doorstep

Code of conduct: 

Please do not drop litter – use litter bins 
where provided.

To avoid disturbing wildlife please keep to 
designated paths where possible.

Do not pick wildflowers.

Contact details/further information: 
www.tgsp.org.uk
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Welcome to The Brandlee, a haven for wildlife 
and walkers, and only minutes away from 
Dawley and Horsehay. This leaflet will tell you 
a little more about the location and show you 
the main footpaths you can use for further 
exploration plus where they start and finish. 
You may explore a lot of the site during a sixty 
minutes stroll, but as is often the way, the more 
time you spend exploring, or just watching and 
waiting in the right locations, the more you are 
likely to see and hear. You can use this guide at 
any time of year, though the best months for 
wildflowers, migrant birds and butterflies are 
generally April – September. 

Do not forget that the footpaths leading to, from, 
and around this site are part of a much 
larger network of walkable routes – so 
from here you are within reach of Pool 
Hill, Horsehay Pool and Spring Village, 
Simpsons Pool and many other areas of 
the ‘countryside on your doorstep’.

The Brandlee ‘Top Ten’ 

species list:

1. Heather (Shrub)

2. Rowan (Tree)

3. Brown Hawke
r (Dragonfly

)

4. Great Spotted Woodpecker (
Bird)

5. Raven (Bird)

6. Fly Agaric (Mushroom – inedible!)

7. Blackcap (Migrant bird)

8. Peacock (Butterfly)

9. Gorse (Shrub)

10. Birds-foot-Trefoil (Wildflower)

Walk Route

Alternative routes

Other paths

Entrances to site
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